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PRODUCT PLAN

VW, Audi product planners think big, not small, for U.S.

futureP R O D U C T S >
hile their competitors add compacts, hybrids and

electric cars, Volkswagen and Audi are pursuing a
different product strategy in the United States.

Both VW Group brands want the volume and higher prof-
its that go with larger vehicles.

VW just launched the Passat sedan designed for the United
States and built at its new Chattanooga, Tenn., factory. The
U.S. Passat is larger though less expensive than the version
sold in Europe. 

VW executives have talked about selling a small car like the
European Polo in the United States. But for now they are fo-
cusing on the Passat and two other cars that have been en-
larged and designed mainly for the United States — the
year-old Jetta sedan and the second-generation Beetle that
went on sale in September. 

Audi of America has delayed introduction of the compact
Q3 crossover, rejected the A1 microcar for the United States
and said if the A2 subcompact is approved it only wants an
electric version. 

Even the A3 hatchback will be pulled from the United
States when a roomier sedan targeted at American con-
sumers goes on sale in 2014.

Bentley, Porsche and Lamborghini, the other three VW
Group brands selling cars in the United States, plan to add
SUVs and crossovers.

Porsche is considering an SUV smaller than the Cayenne.
Bentley may get a luxury crossover. 

Lamborghini is mulling a sedan based on the Estoque con-
cept or an SUV.

— Diana T. Kurylko

AUDI A4/S4 freshen A8 diesel debut A3 sedan debut A7 freshen
A5/S5 freshen                        Q7 redesign                          A6 freshen
RS5 debut A8 freshen?
S6 redesign TT redesign
S7 debut Q3 debut?
S8 debut
e-tron R8 debut
Q5 diesel, hybrid debuts

BENTLEY                                                              Continental Flying Continental 4-seat sports
Spur reskin Speed reskin car debut?
Mulsanne Crossover debut?
convertible?

LAMBORGHINI Gallardo redesign?
Sesto Elemento debut

PORSCHE Boxster redesign        Cayman redesign? Entry-level roadster
911 redesign      Cayenne freshen Panamera redesign?
Panamera freshen       Cajun debut 960 debut?

918 Spyder hybrid

VOLKSWAGEN    Beetle turbodiesel                  Touareg freshen Golf redesign Golf plug-in
Beetle R debut Eos redesign hybrid debut
Beetle convertible CC redesign?
Golf R debut Tiguan redesign
Jetta hybrid debut Bulli debut?
SportWagen freshen
CC freshen
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VW weighs
U.S.-built
crossover
Wagon with Microbus-like
styling may be on the way

Diana T. Kurylko
dkurylko@crain.com

olkswagen is likely to add a mid-sized crossover
that would be built at its factory in Chattanooga,

Tenn. And a small four-door wagon concept
called the Bulli that has Microbus-like styling cues

may also be on the way.
But VW has nixed plans to bring in vehicles from the

subcompact Up family that was unveiled last month at
the Frankfurt auto show. And there are no plans to sell a
small Polo-sized car here.

Polo: VW has said repeatedly that it wants to bring the
car, which is the size of a Ford Fiesta, to the United States,
but no time frame has been announced. 

Beetle: The redesigned Beetle is 6 inches longer, 3.3
inches wider and 0.5 inches lower than its predecessor.
The new sporty look is aimed at attracting more male buy-
ers in this country and helping it sell better in Europe. 

A 2.0-liter four-cylinder turbodiesel version will be
added next year. The high-performance Beetle R model
and a convertible version go on sale in 2012. 

Golf: The 250-hp R model arrives early next year. It will
be powered by a turbocharged 2.0-liter, four-cylinder en-
gine, and VW says it will be the most powerful Golf ever
sold in the United States. A redesigned Golf arrives here in
2014, followed by a plug-in hybrid version in 2015. 

Jetta: The range-topping GLI version of VW’s compact
sedan debuted this fall. The GLI stickers for nearly $25,000
— $8,000 more than the redesigned base Jetta introduced
last year.
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Audi A3 sedan due in 2014
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new Audi A3 sedan designed for the United States
will arrive in 2014 as a replacement for the A3 hatch-
back. 

The sedan is expected to sell better than the
hatchback version in this country, bringing in buyers who
want a four-door that is smaller than Audi’s A4 sedan. 

A2: The subcompact was discontinued six years ago, but
the name may return if Audi decides to build a production
version of the concept unveiled last month at the Frankfurt
auto show. If a new A2 is built, only an electric version would
be sold in the United States.

A3: The hatchback will be redesigned for Europe in 2012,
but Audi will continue to sell the current hatch version in the
United States until a new sedan arrives in 2014. The sedan,
which will be the size of the original A4 sold in the 1990s, tar-
gets the United States. The new hatchback is not scheduled
for this country.

A4/S4: The sedan and its high-performance S stablemate
will be freshened in 2012, giving the cars the same face as the
newer and more expensive A6. Audi is considering a diesel
version, possibly using the V-6 that powers the Q7 crossover. 

A5/S5: The coupe, convertible and high-performance S5
version will be freshened in 2012. The S5 gets a new engine. A
333-hp, 3.0-liter supercharged V-6 from the A6 and A7 re-
places the 4.2-liter V-8.

The hand-built RS5 goes on sale next summer in the United
States. It has a 4.2-liter V-8 with 450 hp, reworked brakes, a
new suspension and sportier body trim. 
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Kurylko has been digging up details
about European import brands for

many years. She spent 10 years in Frank-
furt and Brussels, covering Europe’s car
companies for Automotive News, before
returning to the United States in 2001.

This week, she takes a look at the product
plans of five European brands, including
an extensive look at Volkswagen Group
brands.
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